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Dr Shahrar Ali, Policy Coordinator for the London Federation of Green Parties and Green parliamentary candidate for Brent East, introduces key manifesto commitments on which the Green Party will be campaigning at this election.

I was recently asked by a journalist why British Asians were increasingly voting for the Greens. I answered that the aspirations at the heart of our policies were recognisable as shared by all decent persons whatever their ethnic or social background. The journalist assumed that I might be in a better position than, say, a white person to identify with the interests of that community. Truth is, I conceive of myself as an individual with communal and cultural identities, to be sure, but ones that cannot be too readily assumed or, for that matter, dismissed.

One such identity is green political activism. In presenting a series of policies here I'd like the reader to consider that what lies at their core is a value system recognisable by all decent human beings. Foremost, it is because every member of a community is also a member of the human race, with common needs and ties, that every Green candidate at this election will endeavour to represent each and every community, too. To think otherwise, that only a black can represent a black or only a white can represent a white, betrays, I believe, a failure of imagination. The lowest common denominator approach to race in politics can harm the collective empathy upon which social harmony relies.

Minorities can identify with us for ideological or practical reasons. Inclusivity, equity, and respect for all cultures lie at the heart of our policies. Ignorance and intolerance only breeds fear and injustice. A sad example is the Labour minister who finds it "reasonable" that Muslims should expect to be disproportionately stopped and searched (Blears, 2 March 05). Greens at Westminster will protect every individual from the injustice that comes from such stereotyping. Those on the receiving end of racism will identify with our aims.

Second, speaking practically, we advocate redistribution. Where it is clear that minority communities are being disadvantaged in access to health, education or housing, we will rectify such arbitrary treatment. In putting a common humanity at the centre of the framework by which problems in society can best be addressed, we also recognise the impact cultural or other differences may have in working out the causes and the solutions of problems. The burden of difference applies equally on the majority.
Greens put social justice and environmental sustainability at the heart of our political agenda. We believe in a safe and just world for ourselves, our children and our grandchildren. In this election, we are proposing radical action for a better environment, decent public services, and justice for all. Let me excerpt key policies from our manifesto:

1. A better Environment

Climate change is currently the gravest threat to our environment and our economic security. We need to act now, follow scientific advice and invest wisely to substantially reduce our emissions. The Green Party would adopt the principles of Contraction and Convergence as outlined by the Global Commons Institute. These principles provide a strategic framework for emissions reduction as well as balancing the use of carbon-based fuel equitably between the world's peoples. Within that framework we will enact interlinked policies to reduce the amount of energy used in transportation, industrial production and heating, and to wean the UK off energy from carbon-based fuels. Action on climate-change will be government-wide, with a specific Cabinet-level post for co-ordinating policy across all departments.

2. Decent Public Services

The Green Party believes we must restore pride in our public services, re-emphasise the service ethos, increase their resources and free them from commercial management. Such a commitment will require substantial public investment. In the shorter term, the funds for this will come from increases in the higher rates of income tax and corporation tax. In the longer term, funds will also come from reductions in defence expenditure.

On health, prevention is better than cure. A great deal of our national health spending is wasted on treating the cocktail of social and poverty-driven illnesses caused by factors such as air pollution, overwork, junk food and poor quality housing. A Green government will develop health services that place as much emphasis on illness prevention, health promotion and the development of the individual and community self-reliance as on the treatment and cure of disease. We will particularly tackle the growing and preventable mental health crisis being triggered by our over-competitive and market-driven culture.

On education, we are committed to life-long education opportunities for all. A fully-rounded education - not just skills for the workplace - is necessary to help people to reach their full potential as human beings and is a foundation for an equitable and sustainable society. We will replace student loans with maintenance grants to ensure students have a decent standard of living. They will not be charged tuition fees.

3. Justice for All

Everyone has a right to be treated equally and fairly, regardless of ethnicity, gender, age, religious belief or non-belief, sexual orientation, disability or other status. The Green Party will implement a comprehensive strategy to increase detection rates in order to tackle racist and other hate crimes. We will implement a UK-wide strategy to tackle violence against women. We will work to establish police forces more accountable to elected local government, more closely integrated into the local community and supported by a fully independent police complaints procedure.

A Green government would not have gone to war in Iraq. Such an act was against international law and lacked the support of the UN. It was a profoundly misjudged act of foreign policy which has killed thousands. We will seek the withdrawal of UK troops and their replacement by UN peacekeepers.

A Green government will rebuild our international reputation and introduce a real ethical foreign policy. This will be based on peaceful diplomacy, arms reduction, nuclear disarmament, the reform of international bodies and the promotion of lasting common security through aid, fair trade, environmental sustainability and economic stability.

These are just a clutch of policies upon which the Greens will be standing at this election (please visit www.greenparty.org.uk for the full manifesto). Greens already make a difference on the London Assembly, in the European and Scottish Parliaments, and on many councils. Over a million people voted for us in the European elections last year and our support is growing.
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