SA's speech to Stop the War demonstration in the immediate aftermath of the shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes. Downing Street, 28 July 2005. 6.30 pm.


StW: Now I'd like to introduce one of the leading activists of the Green Party in London, Shahrar Ali.

SA: I'd like to commend StW for organising this meeting and your good selves for coming.

Before I begin is there anybody out there prepared to look after my bag? No takers?

Firstly, the Green Party unconditionally condemns the unconscionable events of 7 and 21 July.

But the implications of those attacks on our civil liberties are visible even today. Half an hour ago I was stood by that wall over there scribbling some notes when an officer, sorry three officers, came over to me to ask, very politely, What are you writing?
Now, normally I would have asked Why? But since there was an armed officer immediately behind them I thought I'd better comply and mentioned that I was making notes for a speech.

And there's a placard out there among you which puts the question, Am I acting suspiciously? The answer is, Yes, you are acting suspiciously. You are questioning authority. And questioning authority is one step away from challenging authority. And challenging authority is one step away from exercising the only political means that will get us out of this mess.

Now I haven't got long so I just want to make three points.

First, Blair has said, There can be no justification for suicide bombing. I agree, but that's not the whole story is it? Unfortunately, Blair adds to the injury visited by the perpetrators by adding the insult of allowing them to hijack legitimate political grievances simply by guilt of association. We cannot allow that to happen.

Second, we are constantly told, by an act of emotional and intellectual censorship, that we cannot attempt to understand the bombers. Well, I say to Blair, if I can even attempt to understand the motivation of warmongers, arms manufacturers, and arms suppliers, I think I can attempt to extend that attempt at understanding to bombers.

What is the alternative? Will things otherwise get better or worse?

Blair should listen to his own wife who implores us to consider what could drive a man to do such things. I'm reminded of the wise remark by a reporter in Palestine, What makes a man hate so much that he's prepared to die in order to kill? I repeat, What makes a man hate so much that he's prepared to die in order to kill? We need to ask that question, too.

Mr Menezes is described as a "tragedy" but I'm not sure that quite captures the extent of the police public relations blunder and more that has occasioned. That makes it sound like he was some kind of protagonist or hero in a Hollywood actioner.

Rather, this is the time, more than ever, to scrutinise and challenge legislation. Take that ill-considered phrase in the proposed anti-terror legislation, "indirect incitement to terrorism". Well now, did Mr Menezes contravene this simply by happening to live in a block that came under surveillance. Doesn't that sound a little like "evidence of weapons of mass destruction programme-related-activities?"

As you leave please make sure to leave the barricades behind. Something tells me we'll be needing them again soon. Or if not, the politicians will want to barricade themselves behind them. Thank you.
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