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ELECTION 2005

YOUR GREEN QUESTIONS ANSWERED
This is London readers have been sending in their questions for Green Party candidate Dr Shahrar Ali. Here the Brent East candidate tells you why he thinks you should go Green on Thursday:

Why did you join the Green Party and believe it is a serious political force?

I'd grown increasingly agitated with what I saw to be the short-termist, lowest common denominator approach to politics practised by the three other parties. I'm not one to sit on the sidelines and whine from afar, so I joined the Green Party in order to work for the radical political change needed to address the many problems faced by our people and the planet today. Only the Green Party puts forward a heartfelt agenda on environmental sustainability and social justice, with the democratic principles and heightened track record to match it.

Why should I vote for what is, essentially a one-issue party?

I'm afraid that's a misconception about all that the Green Party stands for. Even were it the case that we stood only for a sea-change in the priority and urgency needed to combat climate change, it soon follows that we would be advancing change in almost every walk of life where energy was currently being misused or wasted. It is because we have reasoned opinions about how best to contribute to the long-term good of society, as well, that we are able to address a like transformation in healthcare, education and transport, for example. We will fight for a renewal of our vital public services so that people, not profits come first. 

What's the one environmental issue that you see as the most important?

Global warming and all its consequent effects on climate change. Though climatologists may speculate about which parts of the world will be adversely affected first, there is overwhelming consensus about the dramatic harm we continue to cause to our planet, ourselves, and our fellow species. The Greens would adopt contraction and convergence as a way of reducing nationally, then equalising globally, the amount of CO2 we collectively pollute the planet with.

How much more tax would I have to pay if there was a Green government?

We do believe in a certain amount of redistribution in order to fund many of the goods that we enjoy not just individually, but as a society. Our manifesto commits us to 50% income tax on earnings over 50k and 60% tax on earnings over 100k. We would use much of this to invest more in public services like healthcare, education and transport.

How would we generate energy in a country run by the Greens? Would the countryside be full of wind farms?

In fact, energy is all around. The UK is rich in renewable energy sources such as wind, wave and sunlight. The problem is in getting us to rise to the challenge of harnessing it and managing the shift away from finite and polluting sources. Only we have the political will. Yes, we would harness wind more than we do at present, and there will be great care taken in their placement so that landscapes were not spoiled or communities upset. Moreover, smaller scale wind turbines could be fitted to houses themselves, to supply domestic appliances near their point of use. 

What would you do with the congestion charge, would it be introduced

nationally?
Greens would like to see the congestion charge expanded and made more widespread, and would work to win over public support for that. Our collective love affair with the motor car is not an affordable one, in terms of its negative impact on air quality, carbon emissions, and general intrusiveness on our everyday lives. Today, over half of London's boroughs fail EU air quality standards, largely because of car pollution. We would consider extending the charge to the outer London boroughs.

Do the Greens back London's bid for the Olympics?

We are generally sceptical about the bid. The problem is that, pound for pound, millions could be better spent on public transport and social housing before justifying like expenditure on the Olympics. Moreover, London is not yet ready to host an environmentally sustainable games. I also believe that sport and recreation needs to be promoted for its own sake, and locally first. That might help us to rediscover the values of team spirit and good sportsmanship, instead of the increasing obsession with fame, fortune and winning at all costs. We might start by drawing lots for who's going to host it, or even, shock horror, to take it in turns with Paris, Leipzig (my personal favourite) and all the rest of them.

Where do the Greens stand on fox hunting?
We are against fox hunting. The Animal Rights section of our Manifesto for a Sustainable Society puts the matter so well, allow me to quote from it: We will extend the 1911 Protection of Animals Act to protect both captive and non-captive animals from unnecessary suffering. This will be used to prohibit hunting with hounds, shooting, snaring, coursing and various other abuses of our animal population. The Green Party is fundamentally opposed to all bloodsports. We oppose the killing of, or infliction of pain or suffering upon, animals in the name of sport or leisure, and will work to end all such practices.
The Greens don't have any MPs (and probably won't have any after this

election) why should I vote for you?
I believe that democracy works best when we all vote for what we believe in. Only when we do that, can we ever get what we most want or need. If you wanted to get your Green MP elected sooner rather than later, it clearly makes tactical sense, even so, to vote Green now; not to vote for somebody else or to await some future date to vote for us. (Incidentally, you won't get me to submit to anything other than us getting some Green MP's at this election.)

What is your plan for Iraq, how soon would you pull the troops out? How would this be done?

We believe that our presence in the country, like that of the US, is neither welcome nor conducive to the restoration of civil society in Iraq. We have called for troops to be withdrawn throughout the illegal and immoral occupation. We believe that substitution with genuinely multinational peace-keepers, controlled by the UN and not the US, would go a long way towards helping Iraq - with their permission. I currently have an Iraqi journalist shadowing me in the final days of the campaign here in Brent East. Her answers to my own questions only confirm my view that our Party has had, and continues to have, the most reasoned and humane outlook on the conflict.

Greens aren't contesting my seat - why not and who should I vote for?

It is a sad fact that, although we are fielding over fifty candidates in London at this election, some of you will be without a real Green choice on May 5th. This is partly because, as a Party, we have incredibly limited financial resources. Moreover, local Green parties may not be able to find the resources to select and field as many candidates as they have jurisdiction over constituencies for. If you quite understandably cannot bring yourself to vote for any of the grey parties, I suggest you make a concerted effort to identify and involve yourself with our Party locally, so that you can get that ballot paper fixed next time around! People are our most vital resource.
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