UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF 13 DEC 2006 RE

PRIMATE EXPERIMENTS AND THE WEATHERALL COMMITTEE

From Dr Shahrar Ali, Green Party:

The defence of animal experimentation promulgated by the Weatherall committee, and reinforced by your editorial, is fatally flawed ('Scientists say tests on monkeys only way to develop life-saving vaccines', 'Nasty but necessary', Guardian, 13 December).

If science were indeed to demonstrate the biological similarity of nonhuman animals to homo sapiens, sufficient to postulate the meaningful extrapolation of test data across species, then it would at the same time provide an additional argument, if such were needed, for their morally considerable status.

For the same reason that we do not doubt a crying child's ability to experience pain simply because it may not be able to protest to us in words, so may we not condemn our fellow nonhuman animals to a lifetime of intolerable suffering on the grounds that their distress is all but verbal.

The notion that experimenters, and their advocates and sponsors, may beg off their moral responsibilities simply be providing marmosets with "larger cages offering a stimulating environment" betrays unconscionable double standards.

Dr Shahrar Ali

Policy Coordinator & Spokesperson on Animal welfare

London Green Party
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