PUBLISHED LETTER OF 8 NOVEMBER 2007 RE

GREEN PARTY DOESN'T NEED A LEADER

The Green Party is as one in our determination to address climate change through radical and urgent political action. Yet we remain unconvinced by the seductive line pursued by some colleagues about the necessity of a Party Leader (Letters, November 6).

In the past, the Greens have consistently rejected proposals such as this not through adherence to "tradition" but because we recognise the imperative of grassroots participation. We cannot achieve our

goals through political office alone. We need the wider society to mobilise, too. Nor should we assume we would be immune to the flaws of the conventional leadership model.

We and over 300 others have publicly reaffirmed our commitment to collective leadership ahead of a ballot on the issue (www.greenempowerment.org.uk). The Green Party differs not for the sake of it, but because conventional politics has shown itself to be unfit for purpose.

Dr Shahrar Ali, Green London Policy Coordinator

Cllr Jenny Jones AM, Convenor, Green Group London Assembly

Cllr Alan Francis, Milton Keynes

Cllr Romayne Phoenix, Lewisham
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